


You consult books written about ants and learn facts

about ants on the rare occasion that you are bored and

have free time, and gradually you learn the ants.

Vao nhiing dip hiém hoi budén chan va co thdéi gian rinh, ban
tham khao nhing cudn sach viée vé kién dé tim hiéu su thac vé

chiang, va dan din ban hiéu kién hon.
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One day, you thought to give the ants milk and in your

rush,poured four quarts of liquid straight into the ant
net and killed the colony. You were a little sad but not
outrageously so

Mot ngay no, ban nghi dén viéc cho ching udng sia. Trong
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lac voi vang, ban da do thang bon lic chac 1ong va giée chée
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ca dan kién. Ban hoi buén nhung khong dén muc buén qua
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—sometimes life happens, and sometimes you

i
/
i die in a milk-flood as an ant.
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On another day, you see a2 new colony emerging from the

old and you wonder if they too will learn to make parades

and whether you will learn how much milk can center an
ant’s nest.

" Mot ngay no, ban trong thily mot dan kién mdi duge sinh ra

tu 6 kién ¢ty ban ty hoi: licu ching o hoc duge cach diéu
hanh hay khéng, va liéu ban c6 doan dugc bao nhiéu sia chi
dugc cho la vira dd cho chung.
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NOT NOW

Not now shall your town fall.
Not now shall your nation crumble.
Not now shall your body

wither,
your fingers the five-point star
of a manual magic, your feet
curved like a sportsman’s last
struggle; the ant’s towering
tomb.

Not now shall this house
collapse, the concrete bones
stronger than a faraway sun.

Not now, but

one day.
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KHONG PHAI
BAY GIO

Khong phai bay gio kinh thanh sé sup do.
Khong phai bay gic dit nudc sé vun va.
Khong phai bay gio co thé

! \
ua tan,

ngon tay ta ngodi sao nim canh
mot ma thuat thd cong, chan ban
cong lén nhu nd luc cudi cung

? A A A oA \ . .
ctia mot van dong vien; loai kién

Iy A e A 14 4
vO1 ngo1 mo cao chot vot

Khong phai gis day ngoi nha nay
tan hoang, nhing khic xuong bé tong

viing vang hon ca mit troi kia.

Khong phai bay gi dau, nhung

A )\l \ !
mot ngay nao do.
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Alfonse Chiu is a writer, artist, curator, and
graduate student in Environmental Design at the
Yale School of Architecture. Their interests lie
broadly in interrogating imaginaries of capital
and ideologies as shaped by media infrastructures
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around a critical reading of the tropical belt as geo-
economic imaginary and (neo)colonial hinterland
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(CUM), a critical research and artistic platform
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condition to propose larger situated critiques of
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Global South.
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artist-driven independent space in Hanoi, in 2022 to
pursue her interest in contemporary art and curatorial
practice. Her notable publication projects include: A
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2022).

Vian D6 is a Hanoi-based curator and writer
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HCMC, 2020).
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