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major at Fulbright University Vietnam. He has published several articles about the
Sino-Tibetan borderlands, including the microhistories of Chinese weather stations
and experimental farms on the Tibetan plateau in the early 20th century. His book in
progress, The Rooted State: Plants and Power on the Chinese Frontier, shows how
ideas about agrarian colonization traveled between different settings on the Chinese
frontier during the Republican era, when the state itself was deeply fractious. It
combines micro- and macro-perspectives to illustrate that the experiences of
individuals and communities often reverberate with those of distant strangers in
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